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tall lanky man. a slightly bent figure,
Aélubs cigarenes in a grey ash tray in the
ueen’s Chamber of Hotel Scalond. One
and two. and then he stops. After a briel pause,
he takes a mouthful of double Expresso and
says: “lam aoneboss-one slave-one member
union. | decide when togo un
sirike.” Thisis Sandy Kalienborn.
&n ‘activist-graphic designer’ as
heloves to call himself, from Ger-
many, Sandy was in Kochi
recent|y to give a presentation at
the Kashi Art Gallery on the pow-
er of graphics in creating social
awareness.

Sandy designs posters, books,
cardsand leaflets. Butthen, many
others too do. Well, Sandy is dif-
ferent. For, he isagraphic design-
er with a purpose, A social critic,
his posters and cards scream oul
openly against racism, fascism,
dumping oftoxic wasteand other
environmental hazards. “'l don't
undertake much commercial
work. | am Interested in cultural,
political and social Issues. There are many
problems plaguing Germanyand otherpartsof
theworld. and [ havetodomybitinashortspan
oftime," hesays.

Sandyworks alone from hishomewhich has
acompuier, acoal kitchen, but no furniture. *'1

kanak attak

don't like people worklng for me. They can
work with me. [ prefer belng alone while
designing,” he says.

The 34-vear-old artist has been actively
invelved in several political and social moves
ments in Germany for the last (wo decades, 1
believe in Left ideology, but [am not a Leftisy, [
was partofthe German Aucnomist Movement
which resched its peak in
the BOs. [t was a reaction
to the orthodox, Stalinis-
lic Communist move-
ment which insisted on
oo much discipline.”

However, Sandy is no
longer a part of any
movement, “Lam out of
all thvat. | havee no regrels.
Now, my designs speak
for me.”

sandy now uses his
graphics 1o speak out
against issues ranging
from the impact of TV
| culture 1o racism Lo war
d and even discrimination
In Germany,

"“Several Turks and
Greeks in Germany still do not bave the funda-
mental rights. They bave been staying there for
almost 30-40yearsand yer, theydon 't havevot-
ing power. They cannot apply for certain jobs,
Only if you are born to a German couple will
you be eligible for citizenship. [1's blatant

-~ |

racism,”" hesays. flushing with anger. "My
father was o German and mother an Afghan. |
have expericnced it and so | feel all the more
against it.” Sandy is also an active member of
Kanak Attak — a commuriity of different peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds who share a
commitment to eradicate racism from Ger-
mah sociely,

[ndian soflware engineers are also unable 1o
find a foothold in Germany owing to the coun-
try’s complicated laws. “The partyin power
has conventently arrived at acomprommise for-
mula between the Progressive and the Conser.
vative group. They made immigration laws so
complicated that people come in and retumn
immediately.” hesavs. showing a posterwhich
says, "Woman isillegal,”

For activises ke Sandy., ancis polites and so
is life. " Anartist canyexcel only il he is sensitive
tothe surroundings:onlvifhe reacts o the pain
andconflictsaroundhim. ” Well...thatexplains
thedepthof hisart,

Sandy packs his bag. His next stop is Thir-
vananthapuram, where he plans to give a jec-
ture at the Fine Arts College. " Applied artis not
advertising. Graphic designers have o getout
of sterevtvpes and reinvent images. They have
to be responsible for society,” he savs.

The activist-artist loves (o be in Kerata as he
finds“the peaple hereare inelligent, hightylit-
erateandamiable.” But Sandy isnotthe tyvpical
tourist, For, besides temples, elephants and
resorts, he would love to visit universities, hos-
pitals and schools in the State. “Also, | don’t
look like o typical foreigner. Do 7 1 have dack
hairand | can adjust o any climate.”

Sandy is planning another visit o Keralanext
December, "l willkeep coming here.” he says.
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Kochi, Thursday, December 30, 2004
Lecture on "pesign is Not Enough’

SandyKaltenborn, awell-krownsocialdesigner from Berlin, Ger-
many, will speak on 'Design is Mot Enough’ a1 & programme
organised by Design and People in association with Kashi, at
Kaghi At Gallery, Eazaar Road, Mat:anchery, enJanuary 2, 2005
atG p.m. Kaltenborn will make a presentation of his works fol-
lowed by a question-answer session, Sandy Kaltenborn is the
foundermembero: Tmage Shift’ and 'Collective Distribution,’ an
international network of graphic designers. Entiancs is free. To
koww ore, ca'l Designard People ar 934704 4240, 0r 3300465053,

Citykxpress

Kaochi, Monday, January 3, 2005

Aneesha Thampy of College of Fine A
| during a talk on political relevance of
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rtsinteracting with German designersandy kaltenborn
posters at Kashi Art Gallery, Mattanchery: Express
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